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nothing in it that can plead for its 
Publication, yet he found himſelf ob! 
lig d to yield to the Importunity of 
the worthy Members of that Society, 
to which it was preach d, by allow- 
n nner 
ing it to be publiſh'd exactly as it 
was deliver d, other Buſineſs not 
allowing him Time for making any 
material Alteration or Addition, ſave 
| only naming dhe fourth DoGrine 
which is left ro, private Meditation; 
But with all hoping, that through the 
divine Bleſſing,” this Sermon ny de 
of ſome goßd. Oſe to chem that 
heard it, if not to others alſ - 
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11 "write. unto you, Hung — te 
5 = have. overcome the ck 


9 e * 1 Ne 6 alen by e line! "arg 
a if Ed, 4557 vidence, to preach to a Socie- 
_ | ty 'of young Men, I reſolved 

1 15 frame and order my Diſ- 
1 - courſe fo as it might be of 
| N. 1 particularly "for their 
11 \ «ay Ioſtruction, and Direction; and 
ES Sr. this End, made Choice f this 


ud | BE Tor yet What 1 am to deliver from it, 
9 throug h rea be uſeful and edifying 


_ to er Hearers. 
ts, al the preceeding Ver 2 the holy Apo- 
5 ts John had exhorted C ;ſtians, to whom 
= he 4 a to ſeveral Duties; -and eſpecially, 
1 to that of Brotherly Love: This he inſifts 
| Moſt upon, as that which would fortify 

IN cham: more ſtrongly againſt the Endeavours 

= of Seducers, and render their Communion 


more 


Fg 


6 'The Dung Mans 
more] pleaſant among themſelves. He preſs 
erh-this Duty of Brotherly Love, by ſeve- 


ral Arguments, ver. 9, 10, 11. And then 


gives ſome Reaſons why he inſiſted ſo much 


| on this Subject, which Reaſons are ſuited 
to the different Sorts and Sizes of Chriſti- 
ans, to whom he writes, little Children, 


Fathers, and young Men, ver. 12, 13, 14. 
In my Text, we may take Notice of 
theſe Two Things. MY 

I. One Rank or Order of Chriſtians to 
whom he writes, viz. young Men. Some 
are of Opinion, that by Chz » Fathers, 
and young Men, in the Context, we are 
to underſtand the different Ranks and Or- 
ders of Chriſtians, according to their ſeve- 
ral Statures in Grace, But I incline ra- 
ther with others, to think that the Apo- 
ſtle, in theſe Compellations, hath a Reſpect 
alſo to their ſeveral natural Ages. And 
ſo by young Men, I underſtand ſuch as are 


aſt Childhood, and come to the Eſtate of 
* and Women; Men in the Flower of 
their Age, in their Strength and Vigour; 
yet ſuch young Men as had been brought 
into a faving Acquaintance with Gop, - 
through Chniſt, and had attained to ſame 
Strength of Grace: For he ſpeaks of ſuch 
young Men as had overcome the wicked 
One; ſo that they were godly young Men 
ſuch as had engaged with Chriſt, and liſte, 
themſelves under his Royal Banner, 153 


1 - 
\ 
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had manag'd the ſpiritual Warfare with 
ſome good Meaſure of Succeſs. _ -/ 
II. The Reaſon why he writes to them: 
I write unto you, ſays he, becauſe ye have 
overcome the wicked One. Satan is here 
called the wicked One, by Way of Eminen- 
cy; becauſe he excells in Wickedneſs, and 
_ prompts others to it. It's here imply” 
that theſe young Men had been 1 — 
aſſaulted by the Devil, ſo that they bal 
ſtrong Wreſtlings with him: But they 
overcame him; through Grace they gain'd 
the Victory. Now, ſays he, I therefore 
write unto you ; to wit, that ye may main- 
tain and improve the Victory ye have 
ain'd over Satan, and may not ſuffer your 
425 to be again routed and worſted by 
him; for how inglorious will it be for you 
to ſtain the Honour of that noble Victory 
ye have obtained over him. 
Tux Words being thus explain'd, I ſhall 
ſpeak a little to Three Doctrine from them; 
and in Handling them, ſhall ſtudy as much 
Brevity as J can. „ 
Obſerv. I. Go p bath his own, even 
among ſi thoſe of younger Tears. ny 
' Gov is ſometimes pleaſed to ſingle out 
ſome from amongſt the younger Sort of 
People, and to fer them apart for himſelf : 
Some he calls effectually by his Grace, in 
the Days of their Youth, and brings them 
into a ſaving Acquaintance with Himſelf ; 
ſo that they cloſe with an offered Chr, 
1 2 an 
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and give up their Names to him, and: be- 
come valiant Champions in the Chriſtian 
Warfare. We want not Inſtances and Fx- 
amples of this in the Holy Scriptures, In 
the Word of Gop, we read of Joſiah, a | 
young King; Phineas, a young Prielt ; 
oral a young Prophet; Timothy, a 
young Evangeliſt ; Obadial, a great Cour: 
tier, but one that feared the Lox o from 
„„ OF 7 
I give but Two Reaſons of this Doctrine, 
I. Gop is pleaſed to call ſome effectually 


in their younger Years, for the Glory of 


his own Grace; Thar the mighty Power 
of his Grace may be magnified, in ſubdu- 
ing their natural Stubbornneſs; in bringing 
down the ſtrong Holds of Sin in them, 
when they are in the very Heat ang 
Strength of their Luſts; and in ruling FX 
and reſtraining them, and keeping them 

trom theſe Evils and Exorbitancies that 
young People are uſually ſtrongly inclined 

„ | : „„ 

II. HE takes Hold of ſome young People 

by his Grace, that they by their Meekneſs, 
Humility, Sobriety, Chaſtity, Self-denial 

and Mort ification to the World, may con- 
demn the Pride and Vanity, the Senſuality 
and Luxury, the Looſeneſs and Prophannets | 
of other young People in the Ggneration 


wherein they live. + aa. 

" UV/e 1. LET us bleſs Gop that there. 
are ſomè Inſtances of this Truth in the Age 
ns 1 | 5 5 w 4 ; the: | we 


we live in. Indeed it's Matter of fad Re- 
ret that there are ſo few. The great 
«Lye of 'Youth amongſt us, is never 
enough to be lamented. It is one of the 
ſadeſt Tokens of the Wrath and Diſplea- 
ſure of God againſt theſe Lands, that young 
People are generally ſo prophane and de- 
bauch't, and ſcoff at all ſerious Piety. 
Yet, bleſſed be Go p, there are ſome whom 

Goo hath called by his Grace in their 
younger Years ; ſome young People that 
ave engaged ſincerely and honeſtly with 
Zeſus Chriſt; and are truly godly, yea, 
Patterns of Holineſs to many Chriſtians 
of riper Years. But that which I chiefly 

aim at from this Doctrine, is 
Dſe 2. A Word of Advice to ſuch 
godly young People. Hath God called 
vou by his Grace, ſet you apart for him- 
ſelt, and brought you into a, ſaving Ac- 
Þ quaintance with him in the Days of your 
. Youth ? Then, FT Wk, 


I. Get a deep Senſe of the great Good- 
neſs of Gop towards you. O, what a 
Mercy is it that Gop hath broken in up- 
on your Heart in your younger Years, and 
thereby prevented much Sin and Sorrow 
to you. It is indeed a very ſignal Mercy, 
that the Love of Gop broke out ſo early, 
and prevented your going on in a mad 
| Courle, and contracting à Habit of evil 
Cuſtoms; and that Gop inſtructed you 

betimes, to take Heed of ſpending your 

„ oO. | firſt - 
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to _ The Dung Mans 
firſt and beſt Time in the Service of the 
evil; whereas otherways miſ-ſpent Time, 
and loſt Days and Years, and a long conti- 
nued Courſe of Sin and Wickedneſs, had 
been a perpetual Grief to your Soul. 
II. Bleſs Gor, and be thankful for (0 
greut loving Kindneſs, And let your 
Thankfulneſs appear, 1. In ſounding forth 
the Praiſes of his glorious Grace. This 
will be your Work to all Eternity ; and 
ſhould it not be ſweet to you to begin that 
Work here on Earth, which will be your 
never-ending Work when you come to 
Heaven? 2. In growing to a great Emi- 
nency in Grace and Godlineſs, Certainly, 
ſeeing Gov hath begun ſo early with you, 
he expects that you will ' out-ſtrip others 
in ſerious Religion, and bring forth Fruit 
proportionable, in ſome ex Jy to your 
Time, Advantages and Opportunities : 
Therefore, go on in the Study and Practice 
of Holineſs ; and as you grow in Days and 
Years, make it er Buſineſs to grow alſo 
in Grace, that if ye live 'till old Age come, 
may be eminent Patterns of Grace and 
lolineſs. O, how much will this contri- 
Hute for the Glory and Honour of Gop ? 
3. In appearing and acting, in your ſeve- 
rat Places and Capacities, for the Glory 
of Gov, and the Advancement of his 
mmgdom and Intereſts. Old Men are not 
ſo fit for Labour and Action, by Reaſon 
of the many. Infirmities that do uſually 
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accom- 


kM = 2 e 
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accompany old Age, Therefore, when the 


appearing and acting for him, do not 
grudge to ſpend your Strength, that Way, 


= younger Days, before the evil Days come, 


III. Improve diligently the many ARE, 
an 


tages he have by your early Calling and 
Converſion, Ye that are young, = 


the Day before you; your Spirits are freſh 
and vigorous, and your Affections warm 
and lively; ſo that ye are capable now, 


ceiving and taſting more of God, than YF 
will be when ye grow old. 05 duy to 


both of doing more for Gop, and of re- 


improve theſe Advantages. Be diligent 

the Days of your Youth; purſue after 2K. 
Acquaintance and Communion with Gon; 
Let your younger Days be Four growing 
Days. Treaſure. up ſpiritual Experiences zj 
for ye may have much to do with them, 
for, qomapning i ren your 
Faith, and Hope in Gao, it ye live till old 
Age come, . Laſtly, Hold on in the Wor 


and Service of Gp. Many ſeem to have 


much Religion when they are young; bye 
alas, they forget all before they grow old. 
Therefore prove and make out the Since; 


rity and Uprightneſs of your Heart, by Per- 


ſevering in the Work of the Loxvy, what- - 
ever your Trials and Temptations may 


$ | | - 31 1 2 2 . 
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112 © The Toung Man's 
IV. Put on the whole Armour of Gov, 
and be in Readineſs for preſent - Aſſaults 
from the wicked One. This leads me to 
another Doctrine „ 


Obſerv. II. Young People and young 
Chriſtians, ure afually moſt” oigoreufly, if 
od et — ] 
*"'TT's faid here of theſe young Men, that 
they overcame the wicked one; which im- 
ports that they had ſtrong Wreſtlings with 
fim. In the Holy Scriptures, for One old 
Man tempted by Satan, we may read of 
Ten young Men. When did Satan affault 
dur firſt Parents? It was ſoon after their 
firſt- Creation in the Image of Goo: And 
he aſſaulted our bleſſed LoRD and Saviouk 
when he was about Thirty Years of Age: 
And when Peter was tempted, he was but 
young; as is plainly implied, in what 
Crx1sT ſays to him. 70h. xxi. 18. Y hen 
thou waft young, thou girdedſt thy ſelf, and 
_. walkedſt whither thon wouldeſt, Young 
Chriſtians have uſually the moſt ſtrong 
Wreſtlings with the Devil. A Novice in 
Religion, is the Perſon that Satan ſeeks for. 
Old, experienced Chriſtians are not ſo much 
in Danger from him, as little ones in 
—— 3269 MR FT OWE 
1 give theſe Reaſons why Satan aſſaults 
young Chriſttans moſt vigorouſly.” ' * 
I. Becauſ they ure capable to do him 
moſt Service. Youth is the beſt Time,; 
Health and Strength, Vigour and Ferne 
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of Spirit, are in young Men; therefore Sa- 
tan labours earneſtly to draw them on. 
As for old People, their Strength and Vi- 
gour is almoſt ipent and waſted ; But ye 
who are young Men and Women, have 
moſt natural Strength, acute Underftand- 
ings, vigorous Affections, and ſtirring Spi- 
rity, -therefore Satan loves to have you. 
S He knoweth that in the Days of your | 

| Youth, ye ate capable to do, him. moſt 
= Service ; and that if ye get "looſe from 
him, ye will do Gov moſt Service: There- 
Be clic will -ltout wightily to engage 

ou on his Side. Gop ſometimes maketh 
Uſe of the meaneſt, but Satan labours al- 
ways to make Uſe of the quickeſt and 


* moſt ſtirring Spirits among Men. 
II. Satan loves to aſſault Where he hath 
7 moſt Advantage; and he hath moſt Advan- 
: tage againſi young Chriſtians VLour youn- 
ger Vears afford manifold Advantages to his 
Temptations: . Your ſtrong Paſſions and 
Luſts, your natural Inclination ro carnal 
Liberty, your Inconſiderateneſs and Rafh- 

. tels, your Want of Judgment and Experi- 
h | ence; theſe lay you open to his Snare. 
a Pride and Ambition, Vain-Glory and Often- 


Wo, mY WH > as. > Vie it dts 


tation, Self-Conceit and Self-Confidence, 
s Vuirathful Paſſions, and unclean Luſts; 
5 theſe are very ſtrong in you. Hence the 
2 Apoſtle writes to Timothy, a young Man, 
3 "I Tim. ü 29; Flee al ſo youthful | Lufts. 


ls Now, let it be conſidered, that Timorhy 
and 1 4 Fury I Ns OR was 


14 ts 2 Alu- 
was not more ſubject to youthful Luſts 
other young Men 8 On the con- 


trary, he was a a very ab- 
75 Marrs, os pa had an lag, fel 
. aa rk from Fry Advice tlie 


| Apolle gives him to dring no langer Na- 

ter. tut 6 aft « ld, Wine fir tis le 

5 Sake, and hit often I. ige 
v. 23. Yet the 1 found it 

oe to warn nk again Ran of Ti . 

h a. god 7 Mn the an as 
I An of ſuch 
ature, Was, 10 7 to Tout) Laff, ne 


eat. draniage agi! . 
5 Sometimes God aa wert in nis! in- 
Suite Wiſdom, to let Satan looſe upon young 
Chriſtians, that the mighty Power of hit 
Grace may be the more magnified, in Sup- 
orting and Strengthening them againſt 
atan's moſt vigorous Aſſaults, even when 
Corruption is ſtrongeſt in them. 

IV. Satan alſaults ol To Chriſtians mol, 3 
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becauſe be hath moſt Hope of them. 
| | for. old experienc'd Chriſtians, who 25 
J. | $i many Proofs of pee] Love. to, and 
it | for Gop, of their Hatred of and In- 
ignation en Sin, and of their firm and 
5 Reſo olution in the Ways « of the Lo BD, 
vader 
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ſtians take 
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vou with a godl Jealouſy ; and therefore 


VICTORY, & its 
under various Tryals and Temptations; 
Satan hath aden all Hope of them: 
he hath moſt Hope of them that are young, 
— therefore will | affault them mo vige- 

ro 

82 LtT young People und oung Chri- 
4 4 12 1 25 Docrrine. 
Some of you who de of younger Teats 
have embraced an offered CH is, and join- 
ed your ſelves to the Loxy' in a 
Covenant neverto be forgotten. As often 28 
ou have, Eat and Drunk at the Loxy's 
Tube you have made ſolemn Profeſſion of 
Se pre and Sealing Covenant with 
God; and I hope that ſome of you have 
through Grace done fo ſincerely. Now, 
Dear Friends, I deſire to be jealous over 


muſt give you Warning in the Name of 
the Lox». Satan will aſſuredly affault you 
with great Vigour; ſo that you mull! lay 
your Account to meet with ſtrong Aſſaults 
and violent Temptations. O! How | 
are the Baits and Allurements, the Wie 
and Devices, the Stratagems and Te 
tions, whereb by he will endeavour to draw 
you into Sin 

Tatxs are uſually three Temptations, 
where with Satan affaults young People 
and young Chriſtians. Firſt, He labours to 
perſuade them, that it is yet too ſoon 
them to be ſerious in Religion; that Brin 
will l Time enough to think on God 


and, 
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and Gd and Heaven and Salvation af. 
ter ward; and chat therefore they may take a 
5 = Liberty now in the Days. of their 
15 And if, through Grace, they break 
through this Snare, and are perſuaded to give 
* lves to the Lox p, and to engage 
with Cux1sT in their younger Years, then; 
| Secondly, He tempts them to call in Que- 
ſtion their Adoption, or their being the 
Children of Gop; and for this End objects 
to them the Sins and Follies of ets 
' Youth : What, ſays he, can ye be the Chil- 
dren of Gov, \ = have ſo many ſtron 

Luſts and are guilty of ſo many Sins = | 4 
Follies? And Fr through Grace they break 1 
thro h this Temptation alſo, ares then, 
He tempts them about cheir Sane: 
es and labours to fill their Hearts 
and. pollute: their Lives with many vile 
and unclean 'Luſts. And if young People 
do alſo break through this Snare, O! 
What | Cauſe have the . to magnify the 
Grace of Gov. toward them? 

I fay then, lay your Account to meet 
with ſtrong and vigorous Aſlaults from 
Satan; and remember that your ſtrong Luſts 
give him great Advantage againſt you. 
O the great Pronenets in your Nature t6 
cloſe | with his Temptations; fo that 

ou. are in dreadful Danger : Laſſure you, 
uch is the Heat and Strength of your Luſts, 
that Satan will make ſad Work with you, 
© you do not look well to your ſelves. 
„ Obſer v. 
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Bor whencezs it, that even young Chriſ 
tian overcome the wicked One?. 


.Reafe Eirſt, Becauſe in their Wreitlings 
with him, hey fight with an overcome E- 


rem Chriſt hath conquer'd Satan. 
175 Death he deſtroyed him that had 


e Power of Death, that ts, the Devil. 
Hebr. . ii 14. He 2 Principalities and 
Powers, and ma- 

truumphing over them in the Croſs. Coll. 
ii. 15. And all Believers, young and old, 
are made Partakers of CHRIs T's Victory 
by Faith. Hence it is, that in their Wreſt- 
lings with Satan, they find that they have 
to do with an Enemy already overcome. 


- 


A Second Reaſon, is from the Power of 


the Spirit within them. Greeater is he that 
is in them, than he that is in the World; 
I. Joh. iv. 4. The Spirit of Chriſt dwel- 


r, Kc. 17 


4 Shew of them openly, 


— 
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18 The Toung Mans 
ling in tliem, ſtrengthens them in the in- 
ner Man: And hence it is, that their Cor- 
ruptions are ſubdued, and Satan and the 
World conquered by them. 
A third Reaſon is from the Power of the 
Word within them. It's ſaid of every god - 
ly Man, and is therefore true of young 
Chriſtians as well as old. P/al. xxxvii. 31. 
The Law of his God is in his Heart, none 
of his Steps ſhall ſlide ; and its Gop's Pro- 
miſe to all his People, I will pur my Law 
m their inward Parts, ' and write it in 
their Hearts, ſerem. xxxi- 33. Hence it 
is, that their Hearts are ballaſted with ſuch 
Threatnings and Promiſes, as are far grea- 
ter than all the Terrors and Allurements of 
| Senſe : Therefore it is, that they overcome, 
as we ſee in the Verſe following my Text; 
have written to you 7 Men, becauſe 
ye are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth 
in you, and ye have overcome. the wicked 
A fourth Reaſon, is from Chriſt's Love to 
them. Rom. vill. 379. We are more than 
Conquerers throngh him that loved us. The 
Strength of Believers, whether old or 
young, whereby they overcome the wick- 
ed One, lies not fo much in their Love to 
. Chriſt, as in Chriſt's Love to them. It is 
by this they are carry'd on through Dif- 
ficulties and Temptations, till they come to 
their everlaſting Reſt... Hence it 1s, that 


_ Chriſt's Love is compar'd to a Banner. 


- 


De. HERE is great Ground of Encou- 


ragement to you that are young Chriſtians, 


in your Wreſtlings with Satan: Though ye 
are like to meet with vigorous Aſſaults; 
and tho? Satan hath - great Advantages 


againſt you, yet do not entertain heart- 


leſs and deſponding Fears, but encourage 


your ſelves in the ELoxp. For your En- 


Wh ow conſider theſe two Things. 
t. Ze may overcome the wicked One: 
Yea, if after ye have engaged with Chriſt, 


ye fall on in good Earneſt, and fight the 
good Fight or Faith, ye ſhall overcome. 


Satan hath been overcome by other young 
Chriſtians, againſt whom he had as great 
_ Advantages, as he hath againſt you. There 
are ſome whoſe Hearts have been gain'd 
to God in their younger Years, and through 
Grace, they have broken through Troops 
of Devils and Luſts in their Way to Glo- 
ry. Bleſſed be Gop, there are ſome young 
People, who in Spight of Sin and Satan, are 
Paterns of Humility, Sobriety, Chaſtity, 
and Denyednels to the World. Some young 


Chriſtians are apt to be diſcourag'd, when 


they conſider the great Power and Strength 
of their Luſts, and the vigorous Aſſaults 
they are like to meet with from Satan: 
They fear they ſhall never be able to ſtand. 
RW = & 2 „ 


VICTORY, &. 19 
Cant. ii. 4. His Banner over me was Love. 
All Believers old and young, fight under 
the Banner of Chriſts Love; and there- 
fore come off with Victory and Triumph. 
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20 The Toung Mars 
But here is a great Encouragement ; Satan 
hath been, and yet may be overcome, even 
by young People, againſt whom he hath 
moſt Advantages. Therefore, ye that are 
young Chriſtians, ſhould not be diſcourag'd 
with,the many Conflicts ye have with Sin 
and Satan: Ye may have many fore Battles 
and Wreſtlings, and yet come off with Vic- 
tory and Triumph, if ye will take Gop's 
Counſel. 085 | 1 

2. Its truly honourable to overcome in 
% good a Cauſe. Young Pepple are uſual- 


ly much taken with Points of Honour : 


But what a pitiful Thing is it for any of 
ou who are young Men, to. hunt after 
onour, by ſtriving to overcome one ano- 


ther at Gaming; yea, at Drinking, pro- 


phane Swearing, and other Arts of Debau- 
chery. Yea, chough ye were valiant in 
War; yet how much more honourable is it 
to fight the good Fight of Faith, to con- 
2 your Luſts, and to overcome Satan, 
han to put to Flight Armies of Men, and 
take Cities and Caſtles by Storm? And 
schis will be honourable to you, ſo it will 
be honourable to the Grace of Gop, when 
h employ your. Vigour and Strength in 
fighting the Loxp's Battles, and vanquiſh 
and overgome your ſpiritual Enemies. It 
will tend much to the Glory of divine Grace, 
when notwithſtanding, of all the Advantages 
Satan hathj againſt you, ye do through 


Grace come off Conquerors. , 
Ns | WELL 


Diſtruſt, which will exceedingly weaken your 


Hie that hardeneth his 


Werx. then, Let me beſeech and obteſt 


ou, who are young Feeople and youn 
Chriſtians, to rouze up your Souls to muc 


holy Zeal, Earneſtneſt, and Reſolution, in 


managing the ſpiritual Warfare againſt the 
wicked One, ſo as ye may through Grace 
be Overcomers. In Order hereunto, I give 


_ theſe Directions or Advices. © 


1. I recommend much holy Fear, Not a 
perplexing and diſquieting Fear, ora Fear of 
Diſcouragement, ariſing from Diffidence and 


Heart and Hands in conflicting with Satan: 
But a Fear of holy Caution. O! What Need 


there is of this, conſidering the Danger 
ye are in, and the many Advantages that 


Satan hath againſt you. Prov. xxviii. 14. 

Happy is the Man ray cout abway : But 
. cart, ſhall fall into 

Mie hief. int ene e 


2. Take, heed of Self-Coufigence. Young 
Chriſtians are uſually moſt ſelf- confident, as 
Peter was. They are very apt to truſt to their 
own Strenght ; becauſe they have not ſuch 


Experience of Satan's Wiles and Devic 


ES? 
and of the Deceitfulneſs and Treache of 
their own Hearts, as old experienc'd Chrif- 
tians have. Therefore be at Pains to beat 


down your Prefumptian and Self- confidence. 
For this End, ponder deeply the geat Power - 
andprevalencyof Temptations; and the great 


Power and Strength of Sin within you; 
and conlider how many W 
S dan 


1 


the Proud. Jam. iv. 6. Therefore 


down by Satan, that had more Strength of 
Grace than g hae 
3. Mortify your inward Luſts, Theſe 


give Satan great Advantage againſt you. 


Corruption abounds in the World through 
Luſt. 2 Pet. i. 4. The Bait is not dan- 
gerous and taking, where there is not an 
Appetite for it. Mortefy therefore your 
Members which are upon the Earth. This 


is to pull up Satan's Temptations. by the 
Roots. Cut off all Proviſion from the 


Fleſh. Rom. xiii. 14. Do not entertain 
yourſelves with evil and vile Thoughts, nor 


with reading Play-books and Romances, 


nor. with other ſenſual Delights, as the 
Generality of young People do in the Age 


wherein we live. Carefully cut off all 


theſe Supplies that feed your ſinful Diſ- 
tempers. 8 A 4 N | 

4. Study Humility. It's uſually the Folly 
of young People, that they think too highly 
of themſelves, and ſo fall into the Condem- 


nation of the Devil. Your Pride will ex- 


pole you to dreadful Temptations; and pro- 
vokes God againſt you: For God rafters 
| uay 7 
Humility. and Lowlineſs of Mind. O, 
what a beautiful and comely Thing is it, 

tho' it be very rare, to ſee a young Crea - 
ture a Pattern of Humility. - + 
. 5. Beware of Idleneſs. The Idleneſs of 
young People expoſeth them to fearful 


_ Temptations, and gives Satan great Ad: 


vantage 


wa, 
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vantage againſt them. Idleneſs was one 
of Souom s Sins. Egel. xvi. 49. The —9 
ſeldom turned ruſts in the LOS; and ſtan 
ing Water is apt to putrify. David, when 


he was idle, fell into theſe heinous Sins of 


Adultery ind Murther. An idle Perſon is a 
ready y Pre for the Devil. Therefore be 
| always well employ'd. Be diligent in ſome 
lawful Calling; yet ſo as the Duties of 
your W Calling in the World may 
not interfere with the Duties of your ge- 
neral Calling of Chriſtianity. And when 
you uſe any lawful Recreation, be mode- 
rate in it, and uſe it for this End, that your 


Body and 1 35 may be more firted for 


the Duties both of your general and of 
Tu particular Callings. 1870 80 


6. Study Sobriety. 1. Pet. v. 8 Be 


ſober, — for your Adverſary the Devil, 


as a roaring Ls” „ \walkerh about, ſeeking 


whom he may de vour. Senſuality is as Food 
and ' Fuel to feed and nouriſh vile Luſts, 
and therefore is a ſad Inlet to other Evils, 
and betrays the Soul to the Devil. Tate 
Heed, therefore, Jeſt at any Time your 


Hearts be of Wi % with S$ wrfeit ing | 
E$0,' 21; 24: Thi. 


and Drunkeneſs. Luke 


Caution was judged neceſſary by our bleſſed 
Saviour, even for his 'own Diſciples. Be 
ſober in the Uſe of all lawful Comforts, 
ſuch as Meat, Drink, Sleep, Recreation, 
Sc. Take Heed of the Sin of Intempes 
_ and watch againſt the Snares that 


are 


.. 
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are in une Thins Dear Chriſtians, do 
not payer the: Fleſh, but labour tc .'#eeg 
under the Body, and bring it into Subjettion, 
in which you have the Apoſtle Paul for 4 
aner, l. er, i 3h; n i 
7. Study much Arquaintante with the 
Holy Scriptures. Plal. cxix. 9. The holy Pſal- 
miſt propounds this 


| his Queſtion, Fherewith- 
all ſhall a young Man cleanſe bit f ay? 
And he anſwers, Ey tating Herd thereto, 
according to t of % Therefore let the 

Ward of Chriſt dwell in you. richly, in all 
Wiſdem.: Col. iti. 16. This bleſſed Word 
is the Sword of the Spirit, that ye muſt 
fight withal, in your, Chriſtian, Warfare. 

2 vi. 17. And our bleſſed Lox hath 

by his own Example taught you, how to 
manage this Weapon. Mat. iv. He ſtill 
repell d Satan's Tempt- ions with this, 1. 


it written, It is written, Well then, 


read much Scripture in your younger 
Years, even tho? ye do not unde rſtand 
much of it: For when once ye are well 
acquainted with the holy Scriptures, you 
will learn by one Text how to underſtand 
another; Scripture being the beſt. Inter- 
preter of Scripture. While ye are young, 
7 have readily the Advantage of a good 

emory, which may in a great Meaſure 
fail you when ye are old, If therefore ye 
neglect to improve this Talent now, ye may 
read much, Scripture when ye are old to 
little good Purpoſed. I would earneſtly 
Ri DT © recom» 
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ſecbmmend it to you, who are young Per 
e, to read fix Chapters in the Bible 64 
Pay: Only when ye come to the Pfalms, (be- 
Cauſe. they are generally ſhorter) read: 
- teen Plalms, one with another, each Day: 
By this Means ye will read over the Bible 
Due every half Year: Mach Acquaintance 
With the holy Scriptures will be of great 
Advantage to you: For by this "Nias 
| Four own Hearts will furgiſh you with 
good Things, in all Cafes and Conditions, 
in all your Conflicts with Sin and Tempta- 
tions, and in all your Trials, Difficulties 
33 >: EEFOT 
g. I recommend much holy Watchfulneſ5: 
x Pet. v. 8. Be vigilant:. For your Adver- 
ry the Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh 
about, ſeeking whom he may devour. Con- 
ſider what a watchful Enemy ye have to do 
with; Satan is never aſſeep, and watcheth 
all Advantages againſt you. If thetefore 


dh do not watch, ye cannot avoid ſome 


Pep 


"x 
<E 


hn. "_ 


EE Ln . Sd 


1 
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tal Surprigal. Therefore watch over your 
Hearts; your Thoughts, your Affections 
and Paſſions ; and watch over your Senſes, 
eſpecially your Eyes and Ears, that afe 
great Inlets to Sin: And ſee that ye watch 
- continually, and in all Things. Ve that are 
27 young, are more in Danger than others, and 
Satan hath more Advantages dgainft you, 
than againſt other Men: You ought there- . 
fore the more to be upon your Guard. 
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26 The Toung Man's 
And what T ſay unto you, fays our Saviour, 
I. fay unto you all, Watch. Mar. xiii. 37. 
9. Take great Care of your Company, 
Alas, how many young People are ruined 
by evil Company. Yea, this hath been a 
{ad Snare, even to ſome Youths that were 
truly gracious: So that there is nothing 
wherein young People need to uſe more 
Caution, than in the Choice of their 
Company. Therefore, as ye love your 
Souls, fake off all looſe and prophane 
n and chuſe the Company of 
uch as fear Gov. Remember what Solo- 
mon ſays, Prov. xiii. 20. He that walketh 
with wiſe Men, ſhall be wiſe: But 4 
Companion of Fools ſha{l be deſtroy d. 
Tremble to think of being engaged in 
evil Company, and let it be your Devy- 
light to be joined in Society with them 
that have the Image of Gop in them. 
10. Uro every Aſſault from Satan, go 
out gain your Enemy in the Name of 
the Lord. Satan is a mighty ſtrong Ad- 
verſary, and ye are poor weak Creatures; 
ſo that ye can do nothing againſt him in 
your on Strength. Employ, therefore, 
the grep, Captain of your Salvation. 
Study a. Coin ſtant, believing, ſelf- denied De- 
pendance o him, for Supplies of Grace 
and Strength, that ye may be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and. in the Power of his Might. 
See vi. Yo; Endeavour to be able, 
rom the firm z "urpole of your Hear ts, 
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- _  FICTORY, 6. 3 
to fay with the Pſalmiſt, I will go in 
the Strength of the Lord God: I . 

make Mention of thy Righteouſneſs, even 
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of thine only. Pat. Ixxi. 16, 
Laftly, Make it your Buſineſs, to maintain and F | f 
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improve any Viftory you have gained over this 
wicked One. | 3 

This ſhould lead me to a Fourth Doctrine from 9 
my Text; to wit, That even ſuch as have through  '} 
Grace overcome the wicked One, do ſtill need the | 
Help of a Goſpel Miniſtry, for their Inſtruction 
and Direction, how to maintain and improve the \ 
Victory they have obtained. For the Apoſtle here 128 
plainly ſhews, it was needful he ſhould write to theſe | þ 
5 young Men, becauſe they had overcome the wick- | 4 
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